Women-Owned Businesses 


The Facts 

¢ As of 2006, there are an estimated 7.7 million majority (51% or more) women-owned, privately-held 
firms in the U.S., accounting for 29.7% of all businesses in the U.S. These businesses employ 7.1 
million people and generate $1.1 trillion in sales. 
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As of 2006, there are an estimated 209,949 privately-held, 50% or more women-owned firms in Mis- 
souri, generating nearly $42 billion in sales and employing over 297,000 people. 

These firms account for 42.9% of all privately-held firms in Missouri and include an estimated 
141,986 privately-held, majority (51% or more) women-owned firms in the state, accounting for 29% 
of all privately-held firms in the state. 

Between 1997 and 2006, the Center for Women’s Business Research estimates that the number of 
majority (51% or more) women-owned firms in Missouri increased by 46.7%, employment grew by 
4.9%, and sales increased by 21.4%. 

The Center estimates that in 2006 there are 21,505 privately-held, majority (51% or more) women- 
owned employer firms (only those firms that have paid employees, excluding foreign-owned and non- 
profit) in Missouri. The number of these firms grew by 31.5% from 1997 to 2006. 


In Missouri, Women-Owned Firms Approach 210,000, 
Employment near 300,000 and Sales Nearly $42 Billion 
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¢ Among the 50 states and Washington, DC, Missouri ranks 18th in the number of privately-held, 
majority (51% or more) women-owned firms in 2006, 14th in employment, and 14th in sales. 
Missouri ranks 26th in the growth in the number of privately-held, majority (51% or more) women- 
owned firms between 1997 and 2006, 15th in employment growth, and 14th in sales growth among 
the states and Washington, DC. 


Employment and Sales in Women-Owned Firms in Missouri are Growing More Rapidly 
than the National Average 
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